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§ 285.116 Requests for information on 
the state of the offshore renewable 
energy industry. 

(a) The Director may, from time to 
time, and at his discretion, solicit in-
formation from industry and other rel-
evant stakeholders (including State 
and local agencies), as necessary, to 
evaluate the state of the offshore re-
newable energy industry, including the 
identification of potential challenges 
or obstacles to its continued develop-
ment. Such requests for information 
may relate to the identification of en-
vironmental, technical, regulatory, or 
economic matters that promote or de-
tract from continued development of 
renewable energy technologies on the 
OCS. From the information received, 
the Director may evaluate potential re-
finements to the OCS Alternative En-
ergy Program that promote develop-
ment of the industry in a safe and envi-
ronmentally responsible manner, and 
that ensure fair value for use of the Na-
tion’s OCS. 

(b) The MMS may make such re-
quests for information on a regional 
basis, and may tailor the requests to 
specific types of renewable energy 
technologies. 

(c) The MMS will publish such re-
quests for information by the Director 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

§ 285.117 [Reserved] 

§ 285.118 What are my appeal rights? 

(a) Any party adversely affected by 
an MMS official’s final decision or 
order issued under the regulations of 
this part may appeal that decision or 
order to the Interior Board of Land Ap-
peals. The appeal must conform with 
the procedures found in 30 CFR part 290 
and 43 CFR part 4, subpart E. Appeal of 
a final decision for bid acceptance is 
covered under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) A decision will remain in full 
force and effect during the period in 
which an appeal may be filed and dur-
ing an appeal, unless a stay is granted 
pursuant to 43 CFR part 4. 

(c) Our decision on a bid is the final 
action of the Department, except that 
an unsuccessful bidder may apply for 
reconsideration by the Director. 

(1) A bidder whose bid we reject may 
file a written request for reconsider-
ation with the Director within 15 days 
of the date of the receipt of the notice 
of rejection, accompanied by a state-
ment of reasons, with one copy to us. 
The Director will respond in writing ei-
ther affirming or reversing the deci-
sion. 

(2) The delegation of review author-
ity given to the Office of Hearings and 
Appeals does not apply to decisions on 
high bids for leases or grants under 
this part. 

Subpart B—Issuance of OCS 
Renewable Energy Leases 

GENERAL LEASE INFORMATION 

§ 285.200 What rights are granted with 
a lease issued under this part? 

(a) A lease issued under this part 
grants the lessee the right, subject to 
obtaining the necessary approvals, in-
cluding but not limited to those re-
quired under the FERC hydrokinetic li-
censing process, and complying with 
all provisions of this part, to occupy, 
and install and operate facilities on, a 
designated portion of the OCS for the 
purpose of conducting: 

(1) Commercial activities; or 
(2) Other limited activities that sup-

port, result from, or relate to the pro-
duction of energy from a renewable en-
ergy source. 

(b) A lease issued under this part con-
fers on the lessee the right to one or 
more project easements without fur-
ther competition for the purpose of in-
stalling gathering, transmission, and 
distribution cables; pipelines; and ap-
purtenances on the OCS as necessary 
for the full enjoyment of the lease. 

(1) You must apply for the project 
easement as part of your COP or GAP, 
as provided under subpart F of this 
part; and 

(2) The MMS will incorporate your 
approved project easement in your 
lease as an addendum. 

(c) A commercial lease issued under 
this part may be developed in phases, 
with MMS approval as provided in 
§ 285.629. 
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